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In our podcast from last week, Are We Loving Shelter Pets to
Death,  we challenged people who believe that free adoptions
are detrimental to dogs to examine where this belief comes
from. One of the points we made is that there is classism behind
this belief. We all have our own level of bias and it’s important
that we deal with it.

We received an email from a woman involved in animal rescue
(we are not naming her or her rescue) who had a lot to say about
our podcast and our take that being anti-free adoption events is
classist. Unfortunately, all her email did was prove our point that
classism is a strong undercurrent in animal welfare.

Because she is most certainly not the only one who feels this
way, we decided to respond to her email publicly. Here is our
point by point response:

“I read the article on “Are we loving shelter pets to death?” I
disagree with free adoption. It has nothing to do with thinking they
will be abused. Instead it’s a viscous [sic] cycle of poverty.”

https://animalfarmfoundation.org/2019/01/10/are-we-loving-shelter-pets-to-death/


No. It isn’t.

“The dogs that end up in the shelter have been neglected 90% of the
time by someone who could not afford to keep them.”

This is not true at all. If a dog is a stray, chances are we don’t
know its background or who its owners were. When we do know
who their owners are, we don’t usually know their income level
or anything about them.

The assumption that 90% of dogs in shelters are abused or
neglected is an outdated one and one that does an incredible
disservice to shelter dogs. These assumptions are most often
false and they are based on nothing more than extremely biased
guesswork.

Assumptions don’t make for good policy and they don’t help
dogs or people.
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“so they let the [sic] go astray, stop feeding them, start abusing
them out of anger from their own failures in life.”

Honestly, I’m not sure what to say about this level of
discriminatory thinking. This is downright disgusting. This was
the line that made us want to write about this publicly. We can
say all we want that classism is behind people’s dislike of free
adoption events, but sometimes you have to show people to
make them believe it.

This person clearly showed us who she is.

The reality is that people on a low income often feed their dogs
before they feed themselves. Again, you could talk to anyone
who works within their community to help people and their dogs
and you’d find this to be true.

Now, let’s address the truly infuriating line: “start abusing them
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out of their own failures in life.”

People on a low income include veterans, the elderly, and people
with disabilities. Are those people failing in life? Are those
people responsible for the fact that society as a whole tends to
not think of them as actual people? Are those people responsible
for their own marginalization, lack of accessibility, and income
inequality?

No, they aren’t.

Seventy-eight percent of Americans live paycheck to paycheck.
Studies say that millions of Americans are one health crisis away
from poverty. Are cancer survivors at fault for their financial
state? Are people suffering from chronic illnesses at fault?

This “rescuer” is saying that they absolutely are.

 

There is no room in animal welfare for
classism

 

Currently, tens of thousands of people are being forced to work
without pay due to the government shutdown. Do you know
what real animal welfare workers and volunteers are doing?

https://www.cnbc.com/2017/08/24/most-americans-live-paycheck-to-paycheck.html
https://www.marketwatch.com/story/most-americans-are-one-medical-emergency-away-from-financial-disaster-2017-01-12


Helping them feed their pets. They aren’t blaming them for
things that absolutely aren’t their fault.

They are helping them, because that’s what humans do for one
another. Because that’s how you preserve the human-canine
bond.

“An adoption fee is not meant to make money, it is in place to
ensure the “shelter, rescue, pet” will get vaccinated,
neutered/spayed, and cared for.“

This is 100% true. Rescues often cannot waive their adoption
fees because they run on an extremely limited budget. But our
podcast wasn’t about free adoptions for rescues. It was about
free adoptions for high intake shelters. Limited intake rescues
don’t have the same issues.

“People that take “free” dogs cannot afford them, then weeks or
even months later they are returned to the shelter or reach out to
rescues to “rehome” the dog.”

Where do we even start with this?

Many people of all different income levels adopt dogs during
these events. For many, they’ve been thinking about getting a
dog for a long time and this sort of event is the thing that gives
them the nudge to do so.

As we pointed out in the blog that accompanied our last podcast,
studies show that these dogs are no more likely to return to the



shelter than dogs adopted at any other time.

There’s also the very classist assumption that people on a low-
income can’t possibly love a dog as much as someone of a higher
income.

Anyone who works in animal welfare will tell you that people of
all income levels return dogs to shelters or abandon them. And
the reasons why people do this vary widely. It’s not always for
lack of love.

“The education of this cycle is lacking in every community. My
rescue does not just save dogs, we educate.”

She spelled “discriminate” wrong.

“We started a program with local schools to teach kids at an early
age how to care for pets and report a lost dog.”

This is truly fantastic. However, we wonder what else someone
like this teaches children. Does she teach them that people of
lower incomes are bad people who abuse and neglect animals?
How does she treat children who are from low income families?
Or are these classes only for rich white kids?

You can’t advocate for companion animals if you discriminate
against their companions.

“When we adopt dogs out we spend hours informing the family of



pet care and proper introductions, we send articles, and we make
forms to give them an idea of what exactly the dog is thinking in a
new environment.”

Good for her. Shelters do this thing called “adoption counseling”
that also includes these things – well, except on “exactly what a
dog is thinking in a new environment” because we can’t read
dogs’ minds and science says dogs are individuals. There’s no
way to know “exactly” what a dog is thinking.

“Free adoptions are setting the dog up for failure.”

No, they don’t.

What sets dogs and people up for failure is blatant and cruel
discrimination. Patting oneself on the back while looking down
your nose at others is inhumane.

You can’t advocate for dogs and dehumanize people at the
same time.

There is no room in animal welfare for classism.

Thanks for coming to our Ted Talk.

Want to be on our podcast to talk about the



intersection of animal welfare and social justice?
Want to yell at us for our opinions? Email us!

The Individual Animal is available on iTunes,
Stitcher, and wherever you listen to podcasts.
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Rehoming a dog is sometimes the best choice a person can make for their
dog’s future.
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We must put science over habit.
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